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indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: all in their debt for suggestions and experiments and we hope that the
board may combine its present graciousness with equally necessary firmness on central necessities so that the
work begun may go on, reconstructed perhaps by a larger view of community needs but not put upon a lower
plane by nonexpert limitations. The reports of W. L. Bodine, superintendent of compulsory education, and of D.
P. Macmillan, director of the Department of Child-Study and Pedagogic Investigation, upon the conditions in
Chicago schools, have called out wide notice so far as the general conclusions are concerned. Five thousand
children habitually hungry and ten thousand more who do not have sufficient nourishing food, as estimated by
Superintendent Bodine, is certainly distressing enough to compel attention. Dr. Macmillan s report brings out
the close connection of malnutrition with retardation. Of 10,090 children observed in 12 schools, 1,178 were
rated as necessitous. The distribution of these by grades is significant! Among children of kindergarten age the
percentage of underfed is 15.9, and for grades one, two, three, four, five, and above, the percentages
respectively are 13.8, 11.2, 9.6, 9.0, and 5.9. The inference that the larger number of ill-nourished children in the
lower grades is due in part at least to retardation is confirmed by Dr. Macmillan s data concerning subnormal
children. Of some 2,100 subnormal children examined in the past three years it was found that in the case of
approximately 55 per cent, the subnormality, in part,...
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