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Myrmaid Press, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.A Word About New York Lonely In this collection of stories, New York
Lonely, the late Rochelle Ratner presents the distillation in breadth and depth of the questions that were most
powerfully at work in both her unfolding as a remarkable individual and memorable poet and writer. Thereis a
rare richness found in these tales, a vision composed of ironies and elegies, humor and unspeakable grief, as
well as a grief that has learned how to speak, and when to remain silent as a presence in the room, like Lorca s
duende. If | were to make the usual literary comparisons, | might say that one finds here the contextual mystery
of Thomas Mann in combination with Tillie Olson s unblinking eye for the deep quotidian, gender fantastically
rendered by Margret Atwood but here mediated by the shadow weave of Steven King. Except this work is here
and now, all in the moment; it is compelling without violence, erotic but never prurient. The angles on what
may have been covered before are here varied, and new. Consider: a young woman measures her unfolding
relationship to her new boyfriend through a kitten he introduces to the reigning household cat, Delilah; a man
intent on buying a car ends up trading in his wife; a dating service run by shrinks for the benefit of their clients;
high school friends gathered at the funeral of a classmate who served in Iraq wonder about their lives as they
examine old photos; a man selected for jury duty attempts to get close to a woman in the pool; a butcher talks
about the world as he sees it through the eyes...
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