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Childs s unprecedented study of the TRC from its founding until the mid-twentieth century focuses on the
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the three branches of government through a process of pragmatic federalism. Childs demonstrates that the
myth of TRC s power was devised by the agency itself as part of building a civil religion of Texas oil. Together,
the myth and the civil religion enabled the TRC to convince Texas oil operators to follow production controls
and thus stabilized the American oil industry by the 1940s. The result of this fascinating study is a more nuanced
understanding of regulation in a federal system, the forces shaping it, and its outcomes.
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