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indexed. Not illustrated. 1901 Excerpt: .of Santillana and his English cousin Roderick Random? ) It is worthy of
note that until our own times contemporary life seems, in most cases, to have oHered a suHicient field,
suHicient scope and colour, for the romancer s fancy. The tendency to look to the past for the necessary
picturesque setting is comparatively modern. Tis distance, again to advert to a theme I have touched on, lends
enchantment to the view, as much in the past as in the future. Nowadays, in fact, this very word, Romance, has
come to suggest at first flush a costume period. This is, aJer all, but natural. If we wish to pen a tale of stirring
deeds and of singular adventures, it can surely be more easily staged (do we wish it to lie in the Town) in the
days of the scarce oil-lamp, of the dark narrow alley or the deserted Mall illumined only by links --in times when
the futile Watch only appeared at the right picturesque moment, when the Sedan-chair could be stopped in a
blind lane and the post-chaise await just round the corner--than in this latter-day policed and electrical London.
Or, again, do we desire to place our Romance in the Country, shall we not all have a preference for the wild
tract of heath, the Stage Coach, the galleried Inn that is so natural a meeting ground for singular travellers?
Aye, and also for the more indulgent morals, madam, of our forefathers. And...
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