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entries in the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The
traumatic experience of World War Il led to an international
consensus on the need of a universal framework protecting the
rights of each individual and the integrity of communities. The
United States having been largely isolationist before the War
entered the World stage and took a substantial part in the
formulation of human rights. Against the background of the
Cold War the institutionalization of a common framework was
everything but easy. In retrospect it seems that the American
commitment to human rights is ambivalent. On the one hand
American rhetoric constantly uses human rights as a
legitimating moral claim, on the other hand it stays in its
exceptionalist tradition and sees itself not to be in need of any
international supervision. To understand the gap between ideal
and reality, the concept of American exceptionalism needs to
be examined. How does this...
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